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1 . THREE LIKUD FACTIONS OFFICIALLY MERGED ON IAN 15 TO FORM A 
NEW EIGHT-MEMBER PARTY WITHIN THE LIKUD (STATE LIST WITH FIVE 
MKS, THE INDEPENDENDENT CENTER WITH TWO, AND THE LAND OF ISRAEL 
MOVEMENT WITH ONE). THE NEW GROUP CALLS ITSELF, CONFUSINGLY 
ENOUGH, THE NATIONAL LABOR MOVEMENT. 

2. THE POLITICAL ORIENTATION OF NEW PARTY IS VIRTUALLY IDENTICAL 
WITH THAT OF THE HARDLINE PROGRAM OF MENAHEM BEGIN'S HERUT 
PARTY. ITS PLATFORM STATES THAT THE ENTIRE AREA OF THE LAND OF 
ISRAEL IS THE "PROMISED LAND" TO WHICH JEWS ARE RETURNING BY 
RIGHT, AND CALLS FOR ISRAELI JURISDICTION TO BE APPLIED TO ALL 
AREAS UNDER ISRAEL'S CONTROL. IT OPPOSES THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
POLITICAL ENTITY, OTHER THAN AN ISRAELI ONE, BETWEEN THE 
PRE-1967 BORDERS AND THE JORDAN RIVER, THUS REJECTING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF ANY PALESTINIAN ENTITY WHATSOEVER ON THE WEST BANK. 

3. THE NEW PARTY’S KNESSET REPRESENTATION IS IN ALL LIKELIHOOD 
FAR IN EXCESS OF ITS POPULAR SUPPORT. IN 1969, THE LAST TIME 
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IT OBTAINED ONLY FOUR SEATS AND THAT WAS UNDER BEN-GURION'S 
LEADERSHIP. IN 1973, BEFORE THE LIKUD 

MERGER. MANY OBSERVERS THOUGHT IT WAS DOOMED TO EXTINCTION. 

THE INDEPENDENT CENTER AND THE LAND OF ISRAEL MOVEMENT HAVE NEVER 
STOOD SEPARATELY FOR ELECTIONS. THE MERGER S BENEFIT FOR THOSE 
INVOLVED LIES IN THE EXPECTATION THAT IF THE LIKUD MAINTAINS 
ITS PRESENT STRENGTH OR BETTER IN THE NEXT ELECTION, IT WILL 
CARRY THESE ELEMENTS WITH IT. 

4. THE MERGER LEAVES SHNUEL TAMIR'S TWO-MEMBER FREE CENTER 
PARTY-WHICH IS RELATIVELY FLEXIBLE ON FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES 
(E.G. IT ACCEPTS THE PRINCIPLE OF INTERIM AGREEMENTS)- AS THE 
SMALLEST FACTION IN THE LIKUD AND DEEPEDS ITS ALREADY PRONOUNCED 
ISOLATION. LIBERAL PARTY MODERATES AND THE FREE CENTER ITSELF 
THUS REGARD THE MERGER WITH A GREAT DEAL OF APPREHENSION. THE 
CHANCES OF THE FREE CENTER BREAKING FROM THE LIKUD ARE NOW 
GREATER THAN EVER. INDEED, ACCORDING TO A RELIABLE SOURCE, 

TAMIR VIRTUALLY ADMITTED AS MUCH IN A RECENT CONVERSATION WHEN 
HE SAID THAT THE DAY WAS NOT FAR OFF WHEN HE MIGHT BE FORCED 
OUT OF THE LIKUD. 
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